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Major drought events in Britain
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Why newspapers?
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Purpose of this paper

To examine British media discourses surrounding
drought and water scarcity events that took

place in Britain between 1990 and 2014
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Corpus Compilation: Gabrielatos (2007)

Time period: 1990-2014

The Daily Mail
Broadsheet papers The Daily Mirror
. The Sun
The Times The Daily Star
The Daily Telegraph The Daily Record

The Independent

The Guardian/Observer
The Herald

The Scotsman Tabloids

The Express
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Text Collection: Gabrielatos (2007)

Query terms: drought 6858.466
° drought(s) climate 4699.348
] water 3045.096

* water scarcity global 2559.473
e water shortage(s) emissions 2004.619
warming 1927.380

goal 1795.822

lund 1632.313

year 1429.734

droughts 1363.061

wheat 1347.040

prices 1085.408

floods 1046.011

bali 1022.613

rooney 999.919




Text Collection: Gabrielatos (2007)

Query terms:

e drought(s)

e water scarcity

e water shortage(s)
e water cuT off

e water rationing

* hosepipe ban(s)

40,315 texts

drought 6858.466
climate 4699.348
water 3045.096
global 2559.473
emissions 2004.619
warming 1927.380
goal 1795.822
lund 1632.313
year 1429.734
droughts 1363.061
wheat 1347.040
prices 1085.408
floods 1046.011
bali 1022.613

rooney

999.919




What does drought mean?
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What does drought mean?

e - Y
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Search Term  Occurrences 27/1,024 Texts 5/6 ¥ Context?7 V¥ Corpus Corpusl

| Node
122 Dec-2007. TX)7 LAMGUAGE: ENGLISH GRAPHIC: DROUGHT'S CWER: Bobby back on goal trail PUI &
152 Jul-2013. TXT: LEAGUE; DOESH'T FEAR A GOAL DROUGHT  Barca hero Tony back Bhoys to kit
200 2013 TET ew would break tearms, Their goal drowght has also diluted that powerful and
201 2013, THT HIC: Scarce supply: Kilkenny's goal drought is partly down to Henry Shefflin be—
313 W-2013. THT GHAM is desperate to end his goal drought bt ke will take a clean sheet |i|
4273 MNoy-2000.TX'3 Leeds but denies his recent goal drought was down to the transfer talk, Enc
31 Moy-2000. TX vin Philips ended his six-garme goal  drought with an extra-time penalty winner,
432 Mov-2000.Tx -1) KEVIN PHILLIPS broke his goal - drought to earn Sunderland a dramatic extr
3 Moy-2000.Txd smiling.  If his two-rmonth goal drought was getting hirn down, his team-mr
lat= Moyw-2000, T nselves because of a first half goal drought The Bully Wee had to come
450 Moy-2000, Tx blast his way out of agoal  drought  and pile on the misery for Dundee
470 Mioy-2000, Tx hillips currently experiencing a goal drought he has not scored from open play
477 Mow-2000,Tx 0 Galway United's mid-season goal drought even though he has yet to score,. -
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What does drought mean?

W Sports Finance M Lack/Shortage of water M Other meanings

goal drought
six-game drought
winner drought
trophy drought
title drought
scoring drought
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What does drought mean?

credit drought

loan drought

mSports W Finance M Lack/Shortage of water mOther meanings MOV tgage drought
sales drought
cash drought

Lack of

water
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What does drought mean?

W Sports

Finance M Lack/Shortage of water M Other meanings

Lack of
water
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drug
lager
news
wine
sex
man
love

drought
drought
drought
drought
drought
drought
drought




What does drought mean?

W Sports Finance M Lack/Shortage of water M Other meanings

Broadsheet papers

4,986 texts
Lack of 3.8 million words
water

Tabloids

2,384 texts

1.1 million words
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Where did the drought happen?
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CASS

Corpus Approaches

Where did the drought happen?
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Mode
169 DML20021206d four months in advance, Authorities fear this year's  drought the worst in 100 years- could lead to Australia’s most s
175 DML20040112 even though the country is going through its worst  drought in recorded history, King Mswati is reportedly sesking
192 DML2006031 the rains come, Kenya has recently suffered its worst drought for 22 years, providing a stark example of how difficult
Ee2 DML200202200d note that Australia could be ammong the worst hit,  Drought frosts, bush fires and locusts plagued Australias grape- £l =
] DML20028022% wise, said: 'The past two years have seen the worst droughts and floods for a century in parts of the LUK,
42 CML20100210 pint than they realise, The combination of the worst drought in Russia for 130 years and rampaging forest fires has
2432 DML2010021°  in a tise in bread prices, was prompted the worst drought incat least S0 years. This has hit the grain =
E5e8 DML20111006MPs pointed out that East Aftica is suffering its worst drought 0 60 years and a child is dying every six
71 DML201205 16 with provisions, but they brought amost nothing, & drought Yirginia's worst in 200 years had decimated thelr crops
507 DS520020406nd 6C. Mearwehile, Spain is suffering one of its worst droughts inliving mernory with 34C ternperatures on the Costas.
B0 DS52002040¢6nd 6C. Mearwehile, Spain is suffering one of its worst droughts i living mermory with 34C termperatures on the Costas.
509 DS520020620nder threat.” Cyprus is experiencing one of its worst droughts onrecord and plans to start importing weater from Gree
510 DS5200280622nder threat," Cyprus is experiencing one of its worst droughts on record and plans to start importing sweater from Gree
02 DST2012102 Zentre for Ecology Samp; Hydrology, After the worst drought since 1976 and the wettest summer for a century, hol
09 DST2012102 Zentre for Ecology &amp; Hydrology, after the worst drought since 1976 and the wettest summer for a century, hol
773 E¥P2011070¢ numbers face starvation folowing the region's worst drought for a decade, He also promised extra help to treat
E=ht EXP201107170milion people are at risk from confiict and the worst drought in the region for amost 60 years, Mearwhile, the LK
Faz EXF20111025t a Unicef distribution centre after east Africa’s worst drought for 60 years, < texts> 2
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Geographic Information System (GIS)

* |dentify named geographical entities across
very large bodies of textual material

(Gregory and Ell, 2007; Gregory et al., 2015; Murrieta-Flores et
al., 2015; Donaldson et al., in press)
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Geoparsing

The Sun 28/02/2012

decline in Arctic sea ice . Meanwhile , experts say Britain s
endangered species, such as rare birds , face a crisis because the
drought has dried up important wetlands . BRITAIN is currently

so unseasonably warm that temperatures for the average
February day are being




Geoparsing

The Sun 28/02/2012
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Geoparsing

The Sun 28/02/2012

decline in Arctic sea ice . Meanwhile , experts say <enamex
sw="w467562" long="-2.69531" lat="54.75844" type="country"
gazref="geonames:2715" name="United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland" conf="1.965072848">Britain</enamex> s
endangered species, such as rare birds , face a crisis because the

drought has dried up important wetlands . <enamex
sw="w467682" long="-2.69531" lat="54.75844" type="country"
gazref="geonames:2715" name="United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland" conf="1.965072848"> BRITAIN</enamex>
is currently so unseasonably warm that temperatures for the
average February day are being




CASS

Corpus Approaches
to Social Science

Where droughts happened?
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Geoparsing

The Herald 24/04/2008

contribution in the case of East Timor, it has
responded separately in other emergencies -
giving 43m to the Horn of Africa drought
against 7.15m from the CERF. The UK
contribution to the CERF adds around ten per
cent to the 400m that we




Geoparsing

The Express 30/03/2000

She warned that scientists predicted a rise in the
Earth ‘s temperature of up to 3.5C within 100
years , with more drought in Southern England
coupled with rising sea levels which would
expose vast areas of the country to flooding. She




Droughts Britain

http://cass.lancs.ac.uk

B General

M Future Plans

Past events

B Drought events

M Discarded




Droughts Britain

= General The Observer 29/12/2002

B Future
Plans

Past It abSOllJtely fO”OWS dasS nlght

events

=orueht follows day that if some people

ubiscarded — 3re so poor that they live off
what nature gives , then we
will have disasters . If you have
a drought in the UK or floods,
no one is going to go hungry
because we have so many
other resources.
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Tabloids

Placenames related to drought events
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Tabloids
Places with NO drought
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Tabloids

Scotland is rich in water resources

The Times 31/12/2011

The year was also one of the
driest on record in England,
with a drought order in the
South East this month .
However , Scotland had its
wettest year ever .
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Tabloids

Drought events tend to happen in England
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Tabloids

Drivers Responses Impact (DRI)

e Drivers

— Low rainfall
— Poor management and high profits

* Responses
— (hosepipe) bans or restrictions
— Drought orders or permits

* |mpacts

— Low water levels
— Plants/gardens are affected
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Broadsheet
Places with NO drought
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Broadsheet

Drought events tend to happen in England

Thames
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Broadsheet
Drivers Responses Impact (DRI)

e Drivers

— Low rainfall
— Poor management and high profits

* Responses
— (hosepipe) bans or restrictions
— Drought orders or permits

* |mpacts

— Low water levels
— Plants/gardens are affected
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Lots to be done ...

e Other words — hosepipe ban(s)

e General discussion around drought events in
Britain
— By event

e Discourse around drought events in places
other than Britain (non-Britain)
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